


8 


NOVEMBER 1979 No50 iOp 








HACKNEY PEOPLES Pir 








Hackney’s OTHER Newspaper 





THESE CUTS = 


"No hospital will be saved by fighting 


on its own." 


This was the message given 
to the Hackney Health Campaign confer- 
ence by Lindsey Roth, secretary of the 


Save St Leonards Campaign, and echoed 
throughout the day by speaker after 


Speaker. 

She was outlining the cuts 
that have already taken place 
in the Health Service in 
East London, a horrifying 
catalogue of butchery m 
a scale never implemented 
before. 

In the City and Hackney 
Health District alone these 
cuts include: 


BARTS: 5 
64 beds closed. This is 
in addition to the 48 
closed in 1976 and never 
re-opened. 

10% less out-patients 
seen. 

20% less return patients 
seen. 

WMOperating theatres only 
to be used at weekends for 
emergencies. 


ST LEONARDS: 
WAI1 four surgical wards 
to be closed, as planned. 
(Last year these wards cared 
for 2000 patients.) 
W@The Accident and Emergency 
Unit, which closed to ambul- 
ances on 31 September, is 
already open only from 8am 
to 8pm. This will probably 
be reduced to 9am to 5pm. 


GERMAN HOSPITAL: 
The new psychogeriatric 
and "sandwich" wards, pres- 
ently being upgraded, will 
not be opened again next 
* year unless more money is 
“found. There are now only 
15 psychogeriatric beds in 
Hackney. It is estimated 
that 82 are required, 


ST MATTHEWS 
Closure still under 
discussion. 


HACKNEY HOSPITAL 
MEconomies under discussion 
although Hackney is working 
hard to take up the extra 


load created by the rundown 
of St Leanards. 


GENERALISED CUTS 
mCuts in maintenance, cater- 
ing, fuel, posts left unfilled 
and no agency staff. 


In the remainder of the East 
Londm Area, the situatio is, 
if anything, even worse. Both 
Tower Hamlets and Newham, the 
other boroughs covered by the 
Area Health futhority (AHA) 
have just as bad cmditims 
and are facing closures just 
as severe. 

Carl Brecker, who also 
spoke at the Health Campaign 
conference, represent 
Fightback, a natimally 
co-ordinated campaign against 
cuts in the Health Service 
said that mobilisation 
against the Government's 
plans will require a 
campaign cn a scale never 
seen before. 


Urgency 


This theme was repeated by 
Ian Barber, a NUPE officer 
working in East London. In 
general, the fight does not 
involve the people whose 
health service it is, except 
in certain cases. Me of 
these was last year in the 
fight to save Bethnal Green 
hospital, where there was 
tremendous local cancem. 

He also emphasised the 
urgency that might be 
needed. Mobilisation might 
be necessary at 24 hours 
notice, he said, and the 
unions were organising 
a conference of shop stewards 
to buld up co-operation. 

Speakers from the floor 
pointed out the other aspects 
of the health service cuts. 





The commnity health sector 
is also affected - school 
dental services, family plan- 
ning clinics etc. Also the 
abortion facilties in the 
borough were inadequate 
enough already - and sep- 
arately threatened by the 
Corrie Bill. 

Dennis Timms, chairperson 
of the City and Hackney 
Community Health Council - 
which is supposed to be the 
public's access into the 
NHS, which, of course, has 
no teeth - said that he 
thought that Hackney Council 
should seek to get its 
nominees reappointed to the 
AHA. (Steve Scott had 
resigned when the cuts were 
first announced, in the hope 
that other loca} authorjties 
would also withdraw their 
naminees, thus making the 
AHA unconstitutional. This 
didn't happen.) He also 
suggested that a Labour 
group of members of the AHA 
be formed, so that sate 
concerted opposition could 
be formulated. He added to 


The opening of the planning 
enquiry into the National 
Front's use of their 
premises in Great Eastern 
Street as a headquarters 
will be marked by a major 
demonstration organised by 
Hackney Trades Council. 

The torchlit procession 
will assemble at Shofeditch 
Church at 7pm on Monday 3rd 
December and march past 
the so-called “Excalibur 
House” on its way to a rally 
on the Town Hall steps in 
Mare Street, where the 
enquiry will open in the 
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ol 


that that same Labour menbers 
of the AHA had expressed very 
reactionary views in private. 
He thought that the AHA was 
probably the worst in 

London. 

In the afternoon the con- 
ference divided into three 
workshops, which dealt with 
how to fight the cuts, their 
impact and health needs. 

All of these stressed the 
need for much more widely 
available information and 
co-ordination on all areas 
of the Health Service. The 
workshop on fighting the 
cats argued both for small 
specialised campaigns (on 
issues such as staff short- 
ages in a particluar hospital) 
but for these to be linked 
to a larger district-based 
campaign, which would pool 
resources, provide a flow 
of information and co-ordinate 
activity. 

The workshop cn health 
needs attacked the incamp- 
etence of the AHA administr- 
ators, claiming that although 
NHS budgets have steadily 
increased, the standard of 
health care has actually gone 
down. 

‘The conference ended by 
passing four resolutions, 
calling for more co-ordination, 
the broadening of support 
through speaking to estate 
meetings etc, and calling for 
support for the mass lcbby 
of Parliament called on 7th 
November and for the week 
of action beginning @m 26th 
November (when Patrick 
Jenkin, the Social Services 
Minister, will be visiting 
the area. It also supported 
the action of workers at 
the London Hospital who are 
blacking private beds. 


As part of their attempts 
to broaden support, HPP has 
asked the Hackney Health 
Campaign to write monthly 
articles about the progress 
of the campaign. The first 
of these will be published 
next month. 


Nazi planning protest 


morning 

The march will be led 
by three coffins, symbols 
of local victims of recent 
racist murders. Among the 
other sponsors are local 
anti-racist organisations 
and the South East Region 
of the TUC. 

The Trades Council petit- 
joned the Borough Council 
to lead the mobilisation 
against the NF, but were 
turned down. Secretary 
Dermot McNeill asked a 
Policy Committee meeting 
to "stand four-square in 
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REVIEWS 





opposition to the National 
Front." 

Martin Ottolangui, the 
Council Jeader, replied by 
saying that the Council 
would take the legal advice 
that it should not prejudice 
its own case on planning 
grounds against the Front, 
however much individual 
members felt. 

Various organisations - 
as well as the Council - are 
being represented by lawyers 
at the enquiry. Contact 
Hackney Community Link-Up, 
729 5536, for details. 
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ILEA — HOW NOT TO 
SPEND £&25m. 


Faced with a Government 
demand to chop £25m. off 
its budget, the Inner Lon- 
don Education Authority is 
still uncertain of its 
policy on implementing cuts 
in educata At an ILEA 








Education Committee meeting 
on 9th October, th 


ruling 
xward a 
motion which agreed to 
implement savings on con- 
ition that certain key 














areas of education be 
safeguarded, 

was lost bj 

2 "rebel" labour repre: 
entatives 





Livingstone 
and Charles Rossi, Ce 
against the motion (being 
opposed to cuts in principle). 


Threats 


The Labour motion, put 
forward by Sir Ashley 

Bramall, Leader of ne 

Authority, ac 
that "in 
threats by 
not to meet the rate 
ort grant and in 
for a 5% cut in local gov- 
ernment expenditure, the 









the 1 


the Governm 











Committee shou 
"contingency 

carry out the savings 
(amounting to £25m.). The 
condition was that 'key 
areas' of education were 
to be exempted from any 
cutbacks. These are: 


to maintain pupil-teacher 
ratios; 


to avoid redundancies of 
full-time staff; 





to preserve planned 
ing ratios in primary 
schools, nursery education, 
the careers service, and 
provision for the 16-i9 age 





ate- 











group and disruptive pupils; 





to maintain the present 


school meals syste 
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Whatever the rate support 
grant will be, it is unlikely 
that the ILEA will overwhelm 
ingly reject spending cuts. 
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£1.6m. 
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370 secondary teachers; 
150 
1176 teaching jobs) 

cuts in pupil-teacher ratios in higher 
education colleges and polytechnics; 

000 cut in youth leader budget; 

0 cut in school transport; 

cut in administration; 

cut in maintenance. 

cut in technical staff; 

cut in school resources (capitation & AUR); 
cut in furniture replacement, 

School meals up to 35p in September, 

Adult Education fees up from £8.30 to £11 per 


class while reducing courses to 30 weeks. 
Closure of Gorsebrook games centre. 


In-Service training 


Finds Focus 


The first meeting of Hack- 
ney Travellers Support Group 
was held at Centerprise on 
October 11th when a draft con- 
stitution was formally accep- 
ted by the fourteen people 
present. 

The next meeting of Hackney 
Travellers Support Group will 
be held in the basement at 
Centerprise on Thursday ilovem- 
ber 8th at 7.30pm. 

At that meeting it is propo- 
sed to discuss how we might 
campaign for suitable perma- 
nent sites in Hackney and 
their subsequent management. 

A report will also be dis- 


cussed on how we might find 
a Welfare Rights Service - 
including health care - for 
travellers in Hackney. 

The initial meeting was en- 
couraging in that it brought 
together representatives from 
a variety of organisations in- 
cluding Teachers, Womens Aid, 
Minority Rights Group, Center- 
prise staff and ACERT. 

The GLC were, unfortunately, 
successful in gaining posses- 
sion of their land in Waterden 
Road which means the travel- 
Jers will have to move from 
that site shortly with further 
disruption to the education of 


their children, in some 
cases the delay in granting 
of social security, and with- 
out a fixed base for the 
winter. 

Hackney Travellers Support 
Group needs to consider 
urgently the provision of a 
site and rights service. 

Membership of the Group is 
open to anyone who is inter- 
ested in working for the 
benefit of Travellers in the 
Borough. 

Further details from Lois 
Pollock, Centerprise, 136 
Kingsland High Street, E8. 





‘Troops Out’ 


demand 


Following the successful 
demonstration calling for 
Britain to withdraw from Nor- 
thern Ireland on the 12th 
August, a national petition 
with the same demand is to 
be launched on November 17th. 

The petition has been 
organised by the groups who 
sponsored the 12th August 
Organising Committee, which 
is now called the Committee 
for Withdrawal from Ireland. 
The Committe is supported by 
the Young Liberals, Young 
Communist League, Connolly 


launched — 


Association, Socialist 
Workers Party, New Communist 
Party, the Campaign for 
Democracy in Ulster and 
others. 

It is hoped to collect a 
million signatures for the 
‘Ireland - time to go' 
petition. A number of people 
and groups in Hackney have 
expressed a desire to form a 
local group to organise 
support for the petition. 

More information will be 
available within a few weeks. 








CUTS - the lrish — 


Connection 

















«AND NOW, A REPORT ON THE LATEST 


SITUATION 


With the public spending cuts 
in everyone's mind at present 
the Prevention of Terrorism 
Act (PTA) does not seem to 

be an immediately important 
issue. The PTA seens to pale 
into insignificance alongside 
campaigns against school cuts 
in Hackney or the closure of 
St Leonards - issues which 
seem to have much more 

direct relevance. But without 
a political perspective 

which can challenge the 
actions of the state om all 
fronts the local anti-cuts 
campaigns that get off the 
ground, no matter how militant, 
will wentually fail. 

The attack om individual 
schools, hospitals and services 
is @ly part of a systematic 
attack cn the working class. 
While people can often be won 
to opposing a particular 
closure, it is even more 
important, if a significant 
fightback is to take place 
that workers are won to opp- 
osing the whole strategy of 
the cuts. This means recog- 
nising that attacks om the 
working class take different 
forms. 

In relation to Ireland, 
where the British state is at 
present engaged in a war, 
the results of divisions in 
the working class are quite 
clear. The war is at least 
passively acoepted by large 
parts of the working class. 
Yet if we support the British 
state in Ireland, acting in 








IN NORTHERN IRELAND. 


e 


the "national interest", how 
can we oppose the cuts which 
are also put forward as 
being in the "national 
interest"? 

The PTA is the extension of 
the Irish war into Britain. 
It is an Act whereby anyone 
who speaks out on Ineland 
in this country is liable 
to arrest and detention 
for up to seven days without 
access to a lawyer. So effec 
tivehas it been, with over 
4000 arrests carried out 
since it was first introduced 
by a Labour goverment in 
1974 that many Irish people 
are afraid to discuss the 
war in public as they can be 
deported unless they have been 
here 20 years or more. Over 
160 people have been deported 
in the last five years - most 
of them because they oppose 
the war in Ireland. 

A demonstration protesting 
against the PTA has been 
called by the Revolutionary 
Communist Tendency on 24 
November, starting at 
Kennington Park (Oval tube) 
and marching to Brixton 
Prison, where many of 
those deported have been 
held. We urge you to support : 
this demmstration, as with- 
out raising such questions 
we cannot be successful in 
our fight against the cuts. 

More information from: 
BM RCT, London WC1V 6x. 
(274 3951). 
Geoff Morris, East London RCT. 


























































































‘the campaign to secure justice 
in the case of Blair Peach's 
murder at Southall continues. 
The latest development in 
the Coroner's Court is that 
the family of Blair Peach won 
leave from the High Court to 
apply to the Divisional Court 
for the right to have a jury 
sitting alongside the Coroner. 
Given that even if this 
request is granted, then time 
will be needed to assemble a 
jury (and vet it?), and it 

is therefore unlikely that 
the Coroner's Court will re~ 
convene at least until the 
beginning of Decenber. 
Meanwhile, the police con- 
tinue to refuse to provide 
the Peach family lawyer with 
advance copies of witnesses’ 
statements, thus seriously 
hampering any degree of 
faimess in the cross-exair- 
ination procedures. In much 


, LATE 
THE L 


On October 3rd the question 
of a night-time and weekend 
ban on heavy lorries using 
the rat-run between Hackney 
Wick and Highbury Comer, 
was talked about at a full 
council meeting of the GLC. 
Not surprisingly, they 
decided not to entertain 

the idea because they said 
it would put undue press- 
ure on other streets, which 
is to say that they were 
unwilling to look at other 
solutions. However, they 
did decide to look at the 
problem again when some 
more research was done on 
heavy lorry traffic on the 
road. 

While this decision is 
disappointing, the most 
disappointing thing about 
the GC's thinking is that 
the wider issues are al- 4 
ways ignored. The problem 
is not that there are 

heavy lorries using 

Graham Road or Balls Pond 
Road, but that they are 
using Inner London streets 
at all, The only solution 
is to push for a night- 
time and weekend ban (and 
eventually a total ban) on 
all inner-London streets. 
Although the GLC rejected 
the move, two local GLC 
councillors, Simon Tumey 
and Margaret Morgan aligned 
themselves with the Stop the 
Lorries movement by support-— 
ing the motion. 


HORACE CUTLER 


This inability to tackle 
the wider issues was dem- 
onstrated by Sir Horace 
Cutler in his reply to 
the Balls Pond Rd. Graup, 
in which he did not men- 
tion anything about 
bringing London into 

line with other European 
countries - one of which, 
Italy, has a nationwide 
ban on heavy lorries on 
Sundays. Nor did he 
answer the accusation 
that the M25 (whenever 

it gets built) will 

only decrease heavy lorry 


through traffic by 2%. 








the same vein, the police bar- 
rister seems quite unaware 
Of the purpose of the inquest 
~ to discover the precise 
cause of Blair's death and who 
was responsible - and seems 
to be mostly preoccupied 
with discrediting the state- 
ments of the eye-witnesses. 
During the same period, 
the magistrates at Barnet 
Court have carried on con- 
victing many of tue 342 
people arrested on the same 
day as Blair's death, and 
notching up a conviction 
rate cf about 85 per cent 
of all cases appearing, to 
the extent that this has 
actually become embarrass- 
ing to many members of the 
legal profession. Both the 
Southall Defence Pund and 
the Blair Peach Memorial 
Tund are near to running out 
of money and are both re- 


T ON 
RRIES 


He also said that his 
council is introducing 
local bans where possible - 


but this is just another 
way of saying that it is 
GLC policy to have motor- 
way traffic going along 
London streets; also that 
they have no intention of 
making this traffic use 
roads built for it. 








Sir Arthur Ammitage, recently 
appointed by the Minister 

of Transport to undertake 

an independent inquiry on 
lorries and their impact 

on the environment, is 
inviting the submission 

of evidence. 


NORMAN 
FOWLER 


Transport Minister 
Norman Fowler said that its 
terms of reference were "To 
consider the causes and 
consequences of the growth 
in the myement of freight 
by road and, in particular, 
of the impact of the lorry 
on people and their envir- 
onment; and to report on 
how best to ensure that 
future development serves 
the public interest . 

We need to see how the 
public interest is best 
served, taking account of 
econamic benefits, the 
efficiency of road freight 
transport, and the damage 
and disruption which lorries 
can cause. In particular, 
the inquiry must face 
sugarely the issue of 
whether there should be 
any change in the present 
limits on maximum weight." 

Evidence should be subs 
mitted by 9th Novenber, 
1979. The inquiry would 
like to have as soon as po 
poéble any evidence, or 
part of any evidence, 
which is ready before 9th 
November. Evidence should 
be sent to the secretary 
to the inquiry, Mr. P Wood, 
Room 1/3, Old Admiralty 
Building, Whitehall, London 
SWTA 242, tel, 01-273 3045. 





NO COVER-UP! | 


a 
issuing appeals for funds. 
Both campaigns are likely 
still to face very Lig legal 
bills. 

One of the most impressive 
initiatives of the canpaign 
was the call for pickets of 
police stations throughout 
the country the night before 
the Hair Peach Inquest fin- 
ally reconvened. An estimated 
10,000 people attended torch- 
lit pickets in toms and 
cities everywhere, including 
our own Dalston and Stoke 
Newington police stations. 
This did not receive any 
attention at all in the press 
or cn the radio or televisim. 

liackney Council at its meet- 
ing on 24 October heard 
Deputy Leader John Kotz read 
a statement deploring the 
lack of police action in the 
blair Peach case, commenora- 
ting Blair's work as a local 
schoolteacher and calling 
for both a full public enquiry 
and the disbanding of the 
SPG. This received full sup- 
port of the Council. The 
number of national Lodies 
calling for the public enquiry 
is now enormous and it wili 
be interesting to see how 
long the government can con- 
tinue to ignore this demand. 


DISQUIETING 


The campaign has not been 
helped by the fact that the 
Commission for Racial 
Equality has decided that 
its report is so disquieting 
that it has refused to make 
it public. The National 
Council for Civil Liberties 
has also not published the 
interim independent report 
it promised, and will now 
publish only a full report 
in December. 

A short anthology of chil- 
dren's writing fran Phoenix 
School in Bow, where Blair 
Peach taught, has just been 
published and is available 
from the Centerprise book- 
shop. It has been designed 
to commemorate Blair's par- 
ticularly inspiring work 
with young people in the 
teaching of reading and writ- 
ing where he had eamed hi 
self a high reputation. 

Finally, on a local level 
again, there will be an ex- 
hibition about Southall open- 
ing shortly at Centerprise, 
It is designed to ke a tra~ 
elling exhibition giving an 
insight into the events of 
April 23 and subsequent hap- 
penings, in photos and 
text. It hopes te show to 
people whe have not been able 
to get a full picture fran 
the standard press, the full 
shory of the Blair Peach 
tragedy and the continuing 
legal travesties which have 
followed through since then 
concerning the 342 Southall 
people arrested on that sare 
day, and whose fines may well 
still amount to over £100,000. 

‘There will also be an even- 
ing of poetry, music and 
dance, organised by the Tower 
Hamlets Trades Council in 
conjunction with the Friends 
of Blair Peach Camittee, on 
Sunday 25 November at 7.30 pm 
in the Brady Club, Hanbury 

Street, El. Tickets are £1 in 
advance from THIC, 2 Cable 
Street, El. Entertainment 
will be from Southall and 
the Brick Lane area and prom 
ises to be full of fun and 
|music. Xen Worpole 
Friends of Blair 
Peach Committee 
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If you live mm an estate in 
Hackney you know already that 
your kids are not really 
catered for. At many tenants’ 
meetings kids are often 
talked about as a "problem" 
or a “nuisance”. Bored kids 
with nowhere to play or meet 
their friends can cause prob- 
lems. The Hackney Play Assoc- 
iation believes that more 
play facilities for kids are 
essential, not mly for the 
development of children them- 
selves, but for a better con 
munity as a whole. 

After school and in the hol- 
idays, how many Hackney kids 
roam the streets for lack of 
a place to go? 

How many have the use of 
estate or comnity-based 
play facilities? 

Does your estate have a 
playflat or children's house? 
A playground or games pitch? 
Even a safe playstreet? 

The Play Association has 


ie 





to play 


organised a public meeting 
about “Play On Estates" to 
find out answers to these 
questions and to offer same 
solutions. Speakers will in- 
clude Emie Roberts, MP for 
North Hackney, local coun- 
cillors, representatives fran 
Hackney Federation of ‘en- 
ants' Associations, Fair 
Play for Children, London 
Association of Adventure Play- 
grounds and fram local groups 
who want play facilites on 
their estates. 

Please come to the meeting 
to help decide how to increase 
and improve play provision 
qm estates. 

"Play On Estates" public 
meeting at 7.30 pm Wednesday 
14 November in the Community 
Hall, Hindhead Estate, Holm- 
leigh Road, N16. A creche 
will be provided. 

For further information, 
contact HPA on 254 5319 from 
Tuesday to Friday 10am-lpm. 


ADVERTISEMENT 















ship of 16,000, 


ionship with the Hackney People's Press in the 


Secretary 


Dermot McNeill 
6 Geldeston Road 
London E5 8RQ. 

01-806 7897. 


HACKNEY 
TRADES 


COUNCIL 
congratulates 


HPP on its 
50th issue 


Hackney Trades Council, official representatives 
of the TUC in Hackney, with an affiliated member- 
looks forward to a close relat- 


struggle against the Tory Government. 


No to public service cuts! 
No to anti-trade union legislation! 





























Chairman 


Gerry McMorrow. 
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@REVIEW 


“SOMETHING LIKE A MIRACLE’ 


As public spending cuts bite deeper 
on the living standards of 
we look at a new book whic 
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HACKNEY 


is a vital task. 





ising, At a stroke 


people of t 


reduced by 


COMMUNIST 
PARTY SENDS 
GREETINGS 
TO HPP ON ITS 
SOTH ISSUE 


The building of a democratic press 
and media at the service of the 


labour movement and community 




















@REVIEW 


FIGHTING 


SEXISM 


six 
news lette 
lished, and it's easily the 
best so far and well worth 
reading. Various different 
men's groups take turns at 
producing it, and that goes 
way to explaining why 
the quality of the first few 
issues has varied. However, 
it no ms to have settled 
down to being educational, 
informative and thoroughly 
readable. 

The two longest articles 
are both about’ childcare. 
One is called, “Notes From A 
Black Day", about bringing up 
a baby, which is very read- 
able and complains that he 
‘only meets Jan's friends, 
mostly feminists who take 
this for granted, as well 
they may, but I get no pos- 
itive reinforcement". The 
other piece is headed "Anger 
About Childcare" from a man 
who says he is not envious 
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but who says he feels denied 
and frustrated. 

Another two articles in 
the newsletter dscuss the 
anti-sexist commitments for 





has just been pub- 


mayor. Lansbury.was the 
in m behind the Poplar 
revolt and the whole movement 
h became called Poplarism 
in the 1920s. 
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men, first listed at the 
Manchester men's conferece 
earlier this year. This list, 
which is still a list of 


roposals for discussion, 

t s to mark out some Kind 
of common ground between mien 
opposed to sexism. They are 
"a list of commitments which 
we are working towards being 
able to live out". 

1. Commitment to a Men 
Against Sexism group. 

2. Consciousness-raising. 
3. Importance of Therapy. 
4. To support the Women’s 
Liberation movement. 

5. Gay Liberation. 

6. Relating to children. 

7. Renouncing oppressive 
violence. 

8. Reading and learning from 
feminist and gay culture. 

9. Action on our own behalf 
to transform the restricted 





















Poetry : 
disappoints 


On 16th October, Hackney 
Library Services presented an 
evening of poetry and prose 
as part of the Hackney Festi- 
val at the Town Hall. To say 
it was disappointing is an 
understatement. 

Jane Casson and John West- 
brook did the reading and 
their.selection left a lot 
to be desired. Hackney is a 
multi-racial, multi-cultural 
and working class borough, 
yet all the authors read 
from were white, English 
(except Walt Whitman) and 
from the last century. Where 
were all the African, Carri- 
bean, Asian and Meditteranean 
writers? Are they irrelevant? 
Second-rete? Or are we suffer- 
ing under someone's subjective 
racism? - In effect it had no 
relevance to the people of 
Hackney. No wonder creative 
writing, especially poetry 
has become marginalised 
amongst the working class. 


LIVING 


I had always thought read- 
ings of Petry and prose were eQ 
living; an alive experience, 
and was really shocked to dis- 
cover people portraying it, in * — 
their middle-English accents 
and modulated radio tones, as 
dead. And in so doing betray- 
ing the dreams of the poets 
they chosé let alone the 
Poets’ lives. The Shelley of 
The Mask of Anarchy’, the 
Keats of ‘Endymion’ and the 
Whitman of ‘Leaves of Grass’ 
would have denounced being 
denied their humanity and 
relevance to all people. And 
in so doing would have de- 
nounced the exclusion of 
poets relevant to today's 
mi lti-cultural experience in 
Hackney. Expecting gold we 
were offered lead. 

Finally, the winning poem 
in the section 'a Hackney 7 
Theme' was crass in the oe 
extreme. Titled "Springfield 
Park" the poem attacked the 
low pay strike of last winter. 

The Park was closed and rubb- 

ish lay rotting in the streets 

and even the crocus could not 
alleviate the anger of the 

poet. Instead of helping the 
strikers to win a better deal 

and end this justifiable 

strike quickly, a poem attack- 

ing them was written. There 

is no objection to people 

writing what they like, but . 
for a Labour controlled 
council to endorse the right- 

wing politics of the adjudica- 

tor, one Dannie Abse, is tan- 

tamount to treason against its 
workers, who in the main are 
its supporters. 

Hopefully next year's 
festival will be more truly 
representative of Hackney's 
working class experience. 
Writer's Workshop. 






life chances offered us ina 
patriarchal society. 

10. Reaching out to other men. 
11. Linking up. 

There are a lot of other 
articles and small ads in 
the 34-page newsletter, which 
is currently duplicated, 
and if enough support is 
given to it,it could become 
@ very useful publication 
Providing a long-awaited 
extra resource for anti-sex- 
ist men. 

The Anti-Sexist Men's 
Newsletter is available from 
Centerprise or by subscription 
(25p per issue or £3 for 42 
issues) from Misha Woolf, 

12 Terrapin Road, London SW17. 
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sow LOOKING FROM A LOCAL ANGLE 


We have decided to mark the fiftieth issue of Hackney 
ISSUE People's Press by inviting two local writers to talk 


about some of their own experiences in Hackney over 
P id i lt fi @ ice 
g_an arermnaive voice 





got together to produce the very first issue, writes 
about what happened then, and makes some useful crit- 
icisms of the paper's position now. On page 8, 
CHARLES FOSTER, who is still a member of the 

present collective, writes a personal account of 

the kind of community politics that he thinks the 
Paper should promote. 


the last six years or so. Overleaf SHEILA ROWBOTHAM 
writes about the women's movement in Hackney, its 
idden growth and its position now. Below CRISPIN 
AUBREY, who was a member of the original group that 





The first issue of Hackney 
People's Press was nothing 
if not optimistic. "The 
People Take The Land" read 
the front page headline in 
letters almost two inches 
high. Underneath was a story 
about how a group of people 
living in the de Beauvoir 
area had given up waiting 
for the Council to act, 
moved in on a derelict site 
and turned it into an advent- 
ure playground. It was cer- 
tainly direct action, if 
not quite the revolutionary 
act we heralded. But then 
you had to start big. 

The paper emerged from an 
amalgamation of two existing 
publications. Hackney Gutter 
Press had been running since 
1969 and was one of the first 
of a wave of alternative pap- 
ers in London. Like Islington 
Gutter Press, which followed 
soon after, it represented a 
broadly libertarian movement 
whose activities were evident 
across a broad spectuum of 
political activity - squat- 
ting, claimants' unions, wom- 
en's groups, food co-ops, 
etc. The Gutter Press' sym- 
bol, a clenched fist rising 
from the gutter, was inten- 
ded to show how ordinary 
people could change and 
control their lives. On the 
other hand, Hackney Action 
was a more recent paper 
produced inside Centerprise 
itself and concerned more 
with "community" issues - 
What was happening in Hack-* 
ney in terms of childcare, 
housing, education. Both 
had, however, lost some of 
their initial energy and a 
combination of forces seemed 
the right solution. 


HANDFUL 


Getting the new Hackney 
People's Press out on to the 
streets was never easy. All 
the work, from writing the 
articles, typing them, tak- 
ing pictures, doing the lay- 
out, right through to dis- 
tribution, was done by a 
handful of people. It was a 
full-time part-time commit- 
ment. The only thing we 
didn't do was the printing. 
Even so, that process of 
doing it yourself, learning 
how to Letraset a headline, 
lay out a page, write a 
report from scratch, was 
one thing that made the work 
exciting. 

What those early HPPs were 
trying to do was to give an 
alternative voice to all the 
different struggles going on 
in the borough, from housing 
to work conditions, as well 
as publicising the sort of 
fringe events which rarely 
get mentioned in the Hackney 
Gazette. Some of the best 
articles were those which 


had people actually talking 
about their experiences, ex- 
plained local history or 
analysed local conditions in 
a way the commercial press 
never would, for instance a 
two-page spread about the 
Lesney's car factory. There 
were also some amusing and 
original ideas, like a 
Dalston Good Food Guide. 


PROBLEMS 


But what the paper never 
resolved during the three 
years it survived until its 
temporary demise in July 
1975 was exactly who it was 
writing for and what it was 
trying to say. It was obvious, 
and still is, that the Hack- 
ney Gazette had failed to 
get to grips with even the 
traditional Labour Party 
politics of the borough, 
failed to look much further 
for stories than Council min- 
utes and the police station, 
and was happy to stick to 
showing how Hackney locals 
had made good by appearing 
on TV. Even in its own terms, 
it is one of the least ad- 
venturous local commercial 
papers in London. But though 
an alternative was clearly 
needed, actually providing it 
for a diverse population of 
200,000-odd people proved 
more complicated. 

It may seem depressing to 
take the opportunity of the 
Paper's 50th issue - an 
achievement for any locai 
radical paper - to talk about 
its historical problems. But 
these are problems which many 
similar ventures around the 
country encounter, and are 
therefore worth airing. 

From the start, the paper 
wanted to be independent of 
political parties and groups, 
though basically situated on 
the left. But there was a 





conflict between those, work- 
ing in the Gutter Press trad- 
ition, who saw it as part of 
a broader struggle for work- 
ers' and people's rights and 
those who wanted to concen- 
trate on what changes, how- 
ever small, could be made in 
the local area's social con- 
ditions. The two weren't, and 
aren't incompatible, but 
articles about say, the Three- 
Day Week or the Shrewsbury 








The first issue of Hackney Peopte's Press, May 1973. 


Building Pickets often sat 
uncomfortably beside a guide 
to local playgroups. In the 
Process .the paper was seen as 
extremist by the local main- 
stream labour movement and 
yet not enough of a Hackney 
paper to satisfy community 
activists. 

At the same time, the pap- 
er's way of working tended to 
encourage this confused 
result. With only a handful 
of regular workers, we were 
always trying to get new 
people involved. Just as 
anybody was invited to come 
along to meetings and join 
in, we collected contributions 
from a whole range of differ- 
ent groups and campaigns. 
Having asked people to write, 
and with the philosophy of 
a people's paper’, it was 
difficult then to play an 
editorial role. Similarly, 
some of the newcomers would 
have completely different 
ideas about what the paper 
shoul say, or required an 
enormous amount of time in 
terms of teaching the skills 
of layout or typing. Yet 
like all newspapers, there 
was a deadline which we had 
to keep. 

Distribution was. always a 
headache, as it is for most 
radical papers. We went 
round a list of newsagents, 
sold directly on estates, 


took copies to various com- 
munity projects, especially 
Centerprise, and made a few 
not very successful sorties 
into pubs. The newsagents 
weren't always very friendly 
and in one pub we were told 
that the last time someone 
tried to sell papers there 
was such an argument that a 
fight developed. Selling 
direct was good for talking 
to the people who actually 
read it, but very time-con- 
suming. And in the back- 
ground there was always the 
hard economic fact that 
without advertising we had 
to scrape together.all the 
5ps from various people's 
pockets to pay the printer. 
Sometimes the equation just 
didn't balance. 

As for what people actually 
thought of the paper, this 
was difficult to judge. Did 
they actually read all those 
long and worthy articles? 
Without a permanent office, 
or full-time workers, feed- 
back was inevitably poor, 
But then they did go on 
buying it, issue after issue. 

T don't pretend to have all 
the answers to these problems 
nor a blueprint for the sur- 
vival of a radical local 
Paper. We did make some 
attempts to solve some of 
them, from trying to estab- 
lish closer links with some 


local tenants’ groups and 
trade union organisations to 
improving the distribution 
system. But it often appeared 
that we were spending more 
time on establishing an alter- 
native production process 
rather than producing a 
readable alternative paper. 
It's interesting to see 
how other papers around the 
country have faced the same 
issues. Though the "movement" 
has had ups and downs, there 
are now up to 100 similar 
newssheets in towns and bor- 
oughs. Islington Gutter Press, 
for instance, has moved away 
from the open system of accept- 
ing all-comers and skill-shar- 
ing and now describes itself 
as "Islington's Only Socialist 
Paper". It is nearing its 70th 
issue and sells about 1,600 
copies a month. Rochdale 
Alternative Paper has gone 
for a professional, journalis- 
tic approach with hard news 
of local wheeler-dealing in 
the council and business. Its 
circulation is 6,000-plus, 
and it provides a unique 
service to local trade union- 
ists - a file of the latest 
accounts of every local firm. 
But then, both those papers, 
with their different strat- 
egies, are closely linked to 
printing presses, and the 
important income they pro- 
duce. 


WAKING UP 


What is equally important, 
and a hopeful sign, is that 
the labour movement is now 
waking up to the importance 
of local papers. The TUC rec- 
ently adopted a policy which 
in theory, if not in pract- 
ice, encourages the develop- 
ment of a local printed 
opposition to the capitalist 
press. Others are actually 
doing it; in both Hull and 
Dundee week]. Papers are being 
TeeaseHeee ened specifically 
on either trade unions or 
broad left groups. 

I am not suggesting that 
the current Hackney 
People's Press should 
sacfifice its independence 
nor abandon its policy of 
openness - giving people 
the ability to learn how 
to do it themselves. It 
has already faced far more 
successfully some of the 
problems of the early days, 
in particular the conflict 
between being a "people's 
paper" and yet being firmly 
rooted in the left. What 
should happen, however, is 
that a far wider range of 
local groups, from trade 
unions to tenants’ assoc- 
jations, shoul realise its 
importance and discuss far 
more seriously its potential. 


Crispin Aubrey 





HACKNEY PEOPLE'S PRESS sovewser 1979 


WOMEN... 


THIS IS A PERSONAL ACCOUNT OF WHAT I CAN REMEMBER 


OF THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT 


IN HACKNEY ,AND MY 


EXPERIENCE IN A WOMEN'S LIBERATION GROUP IN ARSENAL 
I HOPE IT MIGHT LEAD TO ARTICLES BY OTHER WOMEN 
ABOUT ASPECTS OF THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT LOCALLY WHICH 
I HAVE EITHER BRIEFLY TOUCHED ON,OR LEFT OUT 


BECAUSE I 


The first women's liberation 
group in Hackney began in the 
autumn of 1970. We were a con- 
tinuation of one of the 
earliest groups in London 
which had met in Islington 
since 1969. We had to move 
because the house we met in 
was sold. So we called our- 
selves “Islington-Hackney 
Women's Liberation Workshop 
Group". At this time, there 
were seven groups in the Lon- 
don workshop network. The 
word “workshop”, which had 
been used in the American and 
British new left in the six- 
ties carried the idea of work- 
ing together equally and of 
organisation as a process. 

Our group produced one of 
the early issues of "Shrew" 
in October 1970. Each group 
took turns to do “Shrew” so 
everyone's views could be ex- 
pressed. Our issue included 
a lot of discussion about 
playgroups and nurseries be- 
cause we had tried that sum- 
to find out what kind of 
acilities for small children 
were needed in Islington by 
knocking on people's doors and 
asking them. We felt even then 
that we did not just need 
more, we needed different 
Kinds of provision in which 
people had a say. 

A single mother in "Ginger- 
bread" and a woman with two 
young children were the main 
‘influences behind this and 
there was a long article 
about being housebound. There 
was also an interview with a 
West Indian woman from Hackney 
about nurseries, abortions, 
racism and relationships with 
men. 





Next we produced a "love" 
story as propaganda for 
birth control based on a true 
story a schoolgirl told one 
of us and a short pamphlet 
about women's liberation for 
schools with good cartoons 
drawn by Jenny Fortune in 
“The Women's Newspaper". We 


November 1977: 





Reclaiming the Night. 
to walk at night without being molested by men. 


DID NOT KNOW ABOUT THEM. 


thought up all the critical 
questions people said and 
each woman took one home 

and wrote her answer: Then 
we put it together. These 
were very basic and very 
clear - but I found in teach- 
ing that the story was always 
more popular than the pam- 
phlet though the cartoons 
were a hit. 


Sudden 


expansion 

In March 1971, there was 
the first big women's liber- 
ation International Women's 
Day march. After this, the 
movement in London grew very 
fast. By the end of 1971, 
there were 56 workshop groups 
and a men's liberation group 
listed in "Shrew". This expan- 
sion was exciting but it over- 
whelmed our old network 
structure. We coud no longer 
have our general meetings in 
someone's room: Now even at 
our local Dalston meetings, 
40 women would be crowding 
into one room. People's faces 
changed from week to week. 

‘le no longer even knew one 
another's names. Some women 
never spoke, So we decided to 
split up into two conscious- 
ness-raising groups. 

I went into the study group 
which met at Arsenal though 
about half of us lived in 
Hackney. We began by talking 
about Engels, Reich and Sim- 
one de Beauvoir and we organ- 
ised a meeting open to men 
and women on Bernard Shaw's, 
Edward Carpenter's and 
Havelock Ellis’ views on 
women's position. Reading 
these writers led us on to 
thinking about the family. 

We talked about our relation- 
ships with our parents and 
children, about the family 
as a place of work for wom- 
en and tried to see how the 
family fitted into a capit- 
alist society. 








In 1971, a few of us 
became involved in the night 
cleaners' campaign, concen- 
trating on leafleting in the 
City where many women from 
Hackney and East London were 
working. We held meetings in 
the City and in Hackney with 
the cleaners. The problem we 
encountered in this attempt 
to unionise women cleaners, 
not only with the contract 
system and the employers but 
also with the union officials, 
combined with a pamphlet 
written by Selma James, on 
women, the trade unions and 
work, to rase the whole issue 
of our approach to women 
employment and trade unions. 

Some women in the London 
workshop began to argue that 
it was a mstake for social- 
ists and feminists to fight 
for women to work or to 
struggle in mixed unions. 
Women already worked in the 
home and should be paid wages. 
There was also talk of sep- 
arate women's unions. In 
Arsenal, we did not see work 
as the single answer to wom- 
en's liberation. But we were 
against wages for housework 
as we thought this would not 
change the existing division 
of work between men and wom- 
en. In October 1972, we pro- 
duced an issue & "Shrew" on 
work. This included a sum- 
mary of women's strikes 
since 1968, articles on 
black women's position in 
the labour market, on teach- 
ers, secretaries, trade 
unions, equal pay, housework, 
motherhood, relationships 
with children. We wanted a 
shorter working week for men 
and women with full pay so 
both coull care for children, 


tax concessions, not only 
for biological parents but 
for groups of people involved 
in childcare as well as a 
wide range of other childcare 
facilities. 

By this time there was nei- 
ther a workshop, a conscious- 
ness-raising group nor a study 
group in Hackney. But there 
was a network of libertarian 
women, some of whom had 
helped to produce the Women's 
Newspaper and the Miss World 
pamphlet. They had felt the 


Women march the streets of Soho demanding the right 


(angela Phillips, IFL). 


January 1978: 





Pro-abortion campaigners lobby Hackney 


Council over their decision to let the anti-abortion 
charity Let Live open a hostel in Hackney. 


workshop did not take up 
local community issues which 
affected most women in their 
everyday life. They were in- 
volved in the claimants! 
union and in squatting. They 
were already interested in 
women's health, both in 
terms of the National Health 
Service and self-examination 


groups. There was also a 
Women's Voice group which 
emphasised women's situation 
as workers. 

The issue of family allow- 
ances (now Child Benefit) was 
forced on the women's move- 
ment by the Tory tax credit 
plan. Like Essex Road Women's 
Centre, Arsenal believed the 
money should go to the per- 
son who was mainly responsible 
for caring for the child. This 
would usually be women but we 
did not want to exclude sin- 
gle fathers. With Walthamstow, 
Stratford and Ilford we for- 


“med the North East London 


Women's Family Allowance Cam- 
paign. We also tried to link 
up with Communist Party wom- 
en in Tower Hamlets, Women's 
Voice in Hackney and with 
libertarian women. 


Leaflets 


Arsenal helped to call a 
meeting in Conway Hall, leaf- 
leted Ridley Road and gave 
out a thousand leaflets 
which we followed up on the 
estate on Queensbridge Road 
and neighbouring streets. 

We mainly got a good response 
to our petition, though one 
woman said, “I'm not going to 
sign so all those unemployed 
men can have more babies. 
Dirty buggers." I tried to 
get her to support free 
contraception which we'd 
helped Walthamstow group cam- 
paign for: 

But after all this work, 
only one woman came to our 
meeting. She wanted to talk 
about her divorce, and not 
about family allowances! I 
had been involved in many 
non-starters like this in 
Hackney before and was in- 
clined to shrug it off. But 
most women in Arsenal were 
very upset at our failure. 

As a result, it was felt 
that we had not the resour- 
ces to embark seriously on 
local organising. Many of 





us were working full-time, 
had other women's movement 
commitments and some also had 
children. Other women in 
Hackney were moreover getting 
more deeply involved in 
housing struggles and defend- 
ing Rose Ingleby when she 
was evicted. They even occup- 
ied Hackney Town Hall in pro- 
test. 





The first community nur- 
series in Hackney were start- 
ing around this time as well, 
while in Islington the women's 
centre was growing. So in 
Arsenal we tried to discuss 
some of the issues which had 
been raised by the family 
allowance campaign, wages 
for housework, the state re- 
forms and class. We got into 
rather deep water but we did ( 
prepare a paper for the second 
Socialist Feminist Conference 
in London in the autumn of 
1973. 


Education 


We were searching for some- 
thing which related to our 
outside working lives and 
which. could be of use to 
other people. Because many 
of us did or had worked in 
further education we dec- 
jded to do a pamphlet about 
girls’ training and women's 
studies. We did a short 
paper for a conference of 
trade unionists organised by 
the National Council for 
Civil Liberties in February 
1974 and repeated it at the 
Women and Socialism confer- 
ence in Oxford the following 
autumn. 

By 1974, the political 
strains upon the structure 
of the London workshop were 
very severe. Behind the 
arguments about structure 
were big differences between 
women who were seperatists 
and those of us who were not. 
Also new structures like 
Working Women's Charter, out- 
side the workshop network, 
were appearing. On 14 Sept- 
ember 1974, through the 
women's sub-committee of 
the trades council, there 
was a meeting on women's work 
in Hackney. I went to this 
as a representative from 
Arsenal. Everyone else went 
to an angry women's libera- 
tion workshop meeting. The 
two events were poles apart. 


= 
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We began to shift away 
from the London workshop to- 
wards national women and 
socialism conferences and 
towards mailing local links 
with women in Hackney and 
Islingon. With Essex Road 
women's centre we called a 
meeting of socialist femin- 
ists in London to report 
on what we were doing. We 
were amazed when women from 
60 groups came, We set up 
regular monthly meetings to 
introduce new members to 
groups and to try and keep 
in touch with what all the 
diverse women's groups in 
Hackney and Islington were 
doing. These meetings con- 
tinued for nearly two years 
and we did bring together 
women from health groups, 
consciousness-raising groups, 
the Abortion Campaign, the 
Working Women's Charter, 
Women in Manual Trades. But 
Islington groups came more 
than those from Hackney. 
Also, we never managed to be 
really comprehensive. There 
were such a variety of 
groups by this time in Hackney 
and Islington which ranged 
from Women's Aid for bat- 
tered women, Gingerbread 
for single parents, and 
Under Fives, community nur- 
sery groups. I think partly 
because some of these were 
not simply women's groups 


girls and further education. 
We had worked collectively 
on shorter projects before, 
but ths took so long that 
everyone became stale and 

we could not divide the work 
equally in a continuing way. 
It also raised a lot of pol- 
itical questions to which we 
did not have answers and got 
partially buried in the effort 
to finish. What were the pol- 
itical implications of try- 
ing to get more women into 
the skilled section of the 
working class? How did wom- 
en's attitudes to skilled 
work relate to other aspects 
of their consciousness of 
themselves? The traditional 
approach of “women's rights" 
to training which dealt with 
teachers, careers officers, 
trade union officials and 
employers did not really 
connect with the feminist em- 
phasis upon changing women's 
and girls’ consciousness. 

As feminist teachers how did 
we cope with the clash bet- 
ween what many girls wanted 
and what we thought as fem- 
inists they shoul want? We 
never resolved these prob- 
lems. Though we wrote our 
pamphlet, it was not publish- 
ed, and none of us felt 
really happy with it. We did 
do an article, however, for 
a radical teachers’ paper. 


=ou 


ISSUE 
eS 


SOULYARD 


plus DISCO: BAR 


Chats Palace 


Brooksbys Walk, E9 


CELEBRATION 
PARTY 


Sunday 18th November 8pm 


Entrance £1 (unwaged 75p) 


Come early! Bar closes 10.30pm! 


22 22a 236 S2 buses 





AR HAVE WE COME? 


their connection to the wom- 
en's movement was now more 
complicated. Also they ten- 
ded to include people who 
were very deeply committed 
and had very little time to 
spare. The meetings were also 
only partially successful in 
involving new members. After 


these collapsed Arsenal did 
try and hold cher meetings 
for women who were not in 
groups, but as at Essex Road, 


1975: 


there was a high turnover 
and we never felt we had 
found a solution to the con- 
tinuing problem in the wom- 
en's movement of creating a 
trusting personal small 
group atmosphere without dis- 
couraging new women by appear- 
ing to be small cliques and 
networks which no one could 
find, join or connect with. 
We had run into serious 
difficulty when we tried to 
write up our pamphlet on 


The next Women and Social- 
ism Conference at Mile End 
was a disaster because of 
very sectarian interventions 
by a few women from tiny 
Trotskyist groups for which 
no one was prepared. Arsenal 
did a workshop and a large 
part of the conference came 
as we were the only indep- 
endent women's group who 
had any alternative paper 
ready on organisation. 





Hackney's first refuge for battered women opens. 


For a while after this there 
were no more national confer- 
ences and we had London soc- 
jalist feminist educationals 
for about a year. 

There was no longer a net- 
work of consciousness-raising 
and study groups in East 
London. But the National 
4bortion Campaign became 
very active. We had big meet- 
ings with left-wing Labour 
MPs. These marked quite a 


-, political change in the 


women's movement from the 
early direct action tactics, 
self-help or consciousness- 
raising groups, It was stren- 
gthening to realise we could 
hold large public meetings 
and campaign with loudspeaker 
vans like a formal political 
organisation. But we found 

it difficult to carry over 
the experience of the women's 
movement in discussing abort- 
ion in relation to our per- 
sonal experience of our sex- 
uality, our relationships, 


. our attitudes to having chil- 


dren or childcare. There 

had been other local attempts 
consciously to combine per- 
sonal exploration with public 
political action, for example 
a food co-op on an estate in 
East London and a women's 
group at Lesney's toy factory. 
We could not make these con- 
nections in relation to the 


national campaign for abortion. 


On a smaller scale, this 
was a problem in the Arsenal 
group as well. From the out- 
side, we appeared to be a 
successful and productive 
women's group with a long 
history. But we never man- 
aged to overcome many ten- 
sions which had been there 
from the start. The personal 
never did become quite the 
political even in our small 
group. There was an uneveness 
in friendship patterns out- 
side meetings. Sometimes, 
we ignored people's feel- 
ings in our efforts to com- 
plete projects. Or people 
felt let down because the 
others did not turn up to 
leaflet or give talks. Awk- 
ward silences appeared as 
people felt unwilling to 
take the iniative in case 
itwas dominating. There were 
also differences which could 
be enriching in the- good 
Periods and cause conflicts 
in the bad times. Some women 
worked full-time or part- 
time, some had children 
others did not, some had a 


background of socialist act- 
ivity before the women's move- 
ment, others became socialists 
through feminism. Our class 
backgrounds ranged from lower 
middle class to upper middle 
class. Some came from intel- 
lectual, liberal or left- 
wing families, others from 
right-wing backgrounds in 
which we were the first to 

go into higher education. 


Personal 


In autumn 1975 I wanted to 
talk about the clash between 
fermnism and organising on the 
left. This was partly because 
of NAC and partly a result of 
the Mile End conference. But 
another woman opposed this for 
tt would further exclude 
personal experience and 
create an unequal power 
situation between women 
with a knowledge of left 
group theory and practice 
and those without. So we 
returned to the sources of 
our feminism as a conscious- 
ness-raising group. We 
chose subjects individually 
important to us, our work, 
our families, growing old, 
women's songs and writing. 

This increasingly personal 
emphasis became more vital- 
for an older member became 
ill with cancer. We were part 
of a network helping her 
with cooking, cleaning and 
travelling through a long 
illness and attended her 
funeral with many others 
to pay tribute to her life 
and her work with women. 

After this we closed 
together in a personal way 
and in 1977-78 became 
really a social group who 
employed seeing one another. 
We were all involved in 
many different aspects of the 
women's movement and found 
we had less energy for 
Arsenal. Some of us joined 
socialist feminist groups 
or other consciousness- 


raising or study groups. We 
had a new phase of energy 
for a time in discussing 
recent Marxist theory and 
trying to see how it rela~ 
ted to feminism but the 
impetus had gone and rather 
unsatisfyingly we dwindled 
to_a halt in the autumn of 
1978. It was like the end 
of a huge colective relation 
ship because the women's 
centre in Islington had also 
collapsed. 

In the late 1970s, the 
growth of socialist feminist 
and Women's Voice groups 
marked a more explicitly 
socialist phase of women 
organising. Community groups 
in which women work with 
men are much stronger now 
than in 1970. Practical 
campaigns to defend abortion 
rights and resist the dev- 
astating cuts are obvious 
priorities. There are also 
many informal support net- 
works all over Hackney 
among women in which femin- 
ists are involved. Sometimes 
these can become the basis 
for more public action. For 
instance, in the Sandringham 
Road Housing Action area 
an Under Fives group has 
been formed to try and get a 
toddlers' drop-in centre. 

But the communication of 
the collective experience of 
women organising locally, 
which has been a much deeper 
process than a single person- 
al account can express, re- 
mains piecemeat and haphazard. 
I still wonder uneasily about: 
how women can become involved 
who do not see themselves as 
socialists or who do not bump 
into a friendship network. I 
also feel again that there is 
an urgency to learn what 
groups exist in Hackney and 
what they are doing. There 
have been moves in Islington 
for women to get together. Is 
there any chance of us doing 
this in Hackney this winter? 


Sheila Rowbotham 
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LOCAL POLITICS AND 





COMMUNITY ACTION 





This is the first article 
I have written for Hackney 
People's Press i 
actually have ny name at the 
bottom of it. Alth 
the last five year 
have written hundreds 
articles, totalling thousands 
of words, I have never signed 
any of then, for various 








that 








reasons. Sonetines because 

1 2 not been particularly 
Nappy with what I have written 
but mainly because 1 have 





always regarded the writing 
of an article as just part 
of the collective effort of 
producing and selling the 
paper. 

Now I want to attach ny 








name to this piece because 
this is a personal article, 
about why | 





like jiackney People's. Press 
are important, and what I 
think we should be strugg- 
ling to achieve. I have 
wanted to write an article 
on this subject for sone 
time, and this fiftieth 
issue seems to be an 
appropriate place, 

It would be true to say 
that HPP has been the most 
important part of ry life 
for the last five years, and 
the major part of the devel- 
opnient of ny own political 












consciousness. Although | 
have known that nyself for 
a long time I have only 
recently begun to sort out 
exactly what the politics of 
a paper like ours are. So, a 
at the risk of boring you 
all to death, or astounding 
you with how lightweight 
my. analysis is, 1 shall try 
and explain. 

The essence of what I want 
to say is that the function 


of the paper is to promote 





papers. 


most. 









for them," 


"Soctaliat literature has never been rich in books. It 
ie written for workere for whom one penny te money, and 
tte main force lies in ite small pamphlets and ite news- 
Moreover, he who seeks for information about 
soctaliam finds in books little of what he requires 
They contain the theories or the scientific argu- 
ments in favour of socialist aspirations, but they give 
no idea how the workers accept socialist ideals and how 
they could put them into practice. 
but to take collections of papers and read them all 
through - the newe ae well as the leading articles - the 
former, perhaps, even more than the latter. 
world of social relations and methods of thought and 
action ie revealed by this reading, which gives an 

insight into what cannot be found anywhere else, namely 
the depth and the moral force of the movement, the degree 
to which men are imbued with the new theories, their read- 
iness to carry them out in their daily life and to suffer 


Peter Kmpotkin, Memoirs of a Revolutionist, 19 





society - can be 
ed in the community an 
the 





opening up issues 
local con 


which is 
and encc 








are, in the phrase, 
trying to take back some con- 
trol over their own lives. 
will be of value. This is 
what we want to be - a focus 
and information point for 
truggle. 
teady advance of 
the state into all aspects 





ithout 
what some 


qus to do 


There remains nothing 


Quite a new 





community politics. This does 
not mean the politics of 
cracked paving stones, so 
beloved on many Liberals, 
where a belief that complain- 
ing about poor environmental 
and social conditions, coupled 
with energetic work by local 
councillors, means an overall 
improvement in the quality of 
life. 

Community politics, commun- 
ity socialism, is something 
much more. It is the belief 
that the struggle for social- 
ism - the fight for a more 


farcical gesture. Parliam- 
entary democracy is an 
illusion when we are ruled 
by unis curious amalgam of 
a capitalist and a welfare 
state. 

I don't telieve that nere 
advocacy of a revolutionary 
solution to this problem is 
an answer. The system has to 
be changed, and it can only 
be changed from the bottom 
up. There are a handful of 
good, principled MPs in the 
House of Conmons, but the 
possibility of enough good 




















Bureaucracy ai 
democracy 


still have 
trol over 
tate 





















@nisations and 








councillors. Hackney 
Couricil has also applied 









vellers. But. 
ber the Committee 
agizeed to go ahead with its 
wa plans, with the City 
project hardly being 
ioned. 

The: GLC project will 
oost £130,000. The City 
Fam project will cost the 
GLC netthing, and will be 
eligible for job creation 
cheme subsidy, and wouild be 
in: the list for funding 
under t he partnership plans. 

Hackne2y Central MP Stanley 
Clinto Davis (seen in the 








gh. A local paper like 
Gazette will never 
> impetus for this 





pressure. #111 have to 
fight to apply this, and 
this is what tiPP is trying 





(although not, thank 








ne fight cannot happen 
aside the Labour 
y, or any other single 





the left. Ar 
is no reason 
xeople should think that 
they have to work inside the 








arty political 











would hope 
reader of 















time in the last five years 
of my life working for Hack- 
ney People's Press. All that 
time, I have been dissatis- 
fied with what we have act- 
ually been doing at that 
particular time, but it is 
the idea (a Utopian dream, 
if you like) of what a rad- 
ical weekly local paper, 
democratically run and not 
subject to commercial pres- 
sure, could become that has 
kept me going. It would be 
worth all the late nights, 
the inky fingers, the sore 
feet, the gallons of petrol 
and the horrendous phone 
bills if the next fifty 
issues put us somewhere 
closer to that goal. 





And it een a lot of 
fun as wi » SO thanks to 
everyone else who has 
helped us. 







































































picture with Emie Roberts 
MP and Sabrina Aarcmovitch 
of the City Fann project) 
has agreed to lead a deput- 
ation to the next meeting 
of the GLC Pen Space 
Committee. 

The City Farm project are 
particularly disappointed 
because they know that there 


is nowhere ellse in Hackney 
that would be so suitable 

and they feel that it 

is mly stubborness that is 
stopping the: GLC from letting 
the project go ahead. 


You can conitact the City 
Farm project at 12 Leaside 
Road, E5. 806 1367. 








Pop music 


Pop music has a new celebrity 
Gary Newman who is the 
ninth person to get his 
first two records at No 
I. I think he's got the 
same looks and voice as 
rock star David Bowie. 
His two records were; 
Our friends Electric 
and Cars 
The Police,a kind of 
new wave band are also 
headinguup to the right place 
with three hits: Roxanne, 
I can't stand losing,and 
their first number one, 
Message in a Bottle. 
Mod Group Secret Affair 
had a top twenty hit with 


First 
RIGHTS 


Nee — Sp 
FIRST RIGHTS 








Did you know that if you've 
a schoolgirl: It is your 
lawful right to do wood- 
work ,or indeed any subject 
offered to the pupild of 
your school,as by law no 
school under the control 

of the local education 
authority is allowed to offer 
a subjeét to only boys or 
only girls. 

Did you know that: Each 
school is required to keep 
a book in which are recorded 
all corporal punishments 
given to the pupils. 


Did you know that:Your sch- 
001 can keep a fid@ on you 
which can contain any inf- 
ormation that the school 
sees fit to record,weether 
it is out of date,irrelevant 
or whatever. They also dont 
have to bhow these files 

to pupils or their parents 
if they don't want to. 


"Time for Action". 

I interviewed a punk rocker 
called Steve King,and I 
asked him what he thought 
about Sham 69.He said 
that he thought that they 
had been good at the begin- 
ning,but then they started 
to get commercial.He thought 
that there best ever record 
was “Borstal Breakout" ,but 
when asked his opinion 
of the album of the same 
name said "No Comment". 

"The Ruts were described 
as a great live band,and -h 
the Sex Pistols are 
also a band that he likes 
a lot.Here is a list of 


Well if you didn't know,you 
soon would have if you had 
a copy of "First Rights", 

a book that has been produ- 
ced by the National Council 
of Civil Liberties.It is 

a kids handbook (although 
many adults wéyld probably 
be interested as well) 

that contains I12 pages that 
inform you of your rights 


asa child «It is clearly 


written,and explains the 
law,the reason for it and 
what you can do when you 


cross it.There are ten 
cahpters including 

School ,Juvenile Court 

and Alcohol and Drugs. 

The book also supplies you 
with the names of other boo 
booksyou might like to read 
and groups and organisations 
you can contact if you have 
a problem. 

Also included is a chart 
that tells you the rights 
you have as you get older. 

All in all for 85p it is 
certainly a book that I 
wo-uld recommend,and it 
makes very interesting 
reading even if none of te 
the problems discussed act 
ually affect you. 


bands withtheir best 
records. 


Band Best Single 
The Ruts In A Rut 
Sex Pistols God Save 

the Queen 
Public Image Public 

Image ,the 

single. 
Skid Sweet Suburbia 


Into the Valley 


echo 











IT 





G. THEY 


NEED A BREAK 
FROM SWE; 
AND THAT - AND 
IT KEEPS ThE 
OUT OF TROUBLE I 


ep 
i 


(OH_1 DONT KNOW 
RE 


4 


Jokes 


What is the hottest part of 
the Sun ? 

Page 3, 
Patient to doctor "I feel 
Tike a pack of cards" 
Doctor “Sit over there and 
I'l] deal with you later." 


What is navy blue,swings 
through the trees and is 
highly dangerous ? 

A gorilla in a boiler 
suit with a machine gun. 


Customer "Waiter,waiter, 
there's a fly in my soup 

Oh shit wrong joke 

Customer “Waiter,waiter, 

is there soup on the menu ?" 
Waiter "No,sir, I just wiped 
it off," 


Why did the chicken cross 
the road ? 


For foul purposes. 


What do you get when you 
pour boiling water down 
a ra-bit hole ? 

A hot cross bunny. 


POLICE 


On Saturday the 29/9/79 we 


went to Islington police 
station because they had 


an open day from 10 a.m. to 
%.p.m. They told us some 
informationabout the mode 
modern police cervice,and 
this is what they said. 
“The work of the police 

is vital to everyone in 
the country.There are 
somepolice whose job it 

is to work under water. The 
frogmenare used mainly for 
murders to go the bottom 
of ponds and find the 
murder weapon." 

The police force is a sex- 
ist career because you 
don't see women driving 
cars or riding horses. 

All you see them doing is 
working computers. 

















































































Havewe 


REALLY 
got rights 


The Police- 
Another point of view. 


Why do the police always stop 
black people on the street, 
Me and my friend were walking 
through Pembury estate when 
two policemen came up to us 
and say"We want to search y 
you" They found nBthing 
nothing 

you" They found nothing,and 
we started to laugh. Then 

one of them said “What are 
you laughing for,you balck 
bastard." Then the other one 
said "We are going to charge 
you for walking on private 
property." But it was public 
property.Then came a west 
Indian lady who just walked 
past,and they didn't try 
and arrest her and say that 
it was private property. 








NEXT MONTH 


esther rantzen 


Interview. 
REVIEW 


JULIUS 
CAESAR 


— 





At half term I went to see eee ee the Royse 


_ - put in his resignation, 
Julius Ceasar,at St Georges s 


but the boy would b 


Theatre on Holloway Rd. 


so his manager deci de 
On the way we looked in t e Els So 


come rough,so the coach go 
the window,and saw the actor eo toe cone MCe 


Breer cis oaeantes a big strong hefty boy to 


take on the other boy,and 





We paid £ 0 to get in,We 


he got a punch in the mouth 


and he got knocked about 





got there at 2,15,but the pl 
play started at 2.30,so we 
listened to some Shake- 
. Spearean music. The play sta- 


A few weeks later the tea 
was going to have a big match 
rted,then on came Caesar, and the manager did not 
played by a man that I pick the boy,he put hin as 


Sav on T.V. a couple of times, Substitute. 





Both teams pleyed well, 





The exciting part was w 


Caesar died,and when Mark put the team that the boy 
Anthony was talking to the was on , ias losing by eight 
points .The manager decided 


people,he started with 


"Friends ,Romans ,Countrs bounyes par on yin the. sane 


men,lend me your ears, and the boy played his best 
liked 
was whem the war broke out 
and Brutus died, 


Thesesnelpact:1 and he scored seven points 


as soon as he went on all ing 
and he was the best in the 


team.When the game was ov 





everyone in his team packed 
If you do not understand him up and carried him to hs 
this,go and see the nlay,but 


read the book first, 


E 
ONE OW ONE 


This film was about a boy 
who was a basket ball pla- 
yer who went to play for 

a.team.He had to do a 

Jot of training but was 


dressing room,After this 
the boy was a star,and he 
played for the team again anc 
again in many more matches , 
and the manager told the 
boy that he was wrong about 
him,and then it finished. 

I thought that this fitn 
was very good,and the cast 
played very well. 


not doing well.His The End. 





5000 LETTERS 
& YEAR 


Question 2, What is it 
like being an %.P. 4 ? 

He replied “It is the 
opportunity to take up 
the problems of the people 
of Hackney.I have a lot 
of letters and people 
coming to see me at the 


Christopher Bryant,Paul Bel- 
leini and lee James 
interviewed Eenie Roberst 

at the House of Commons. 
Question I. "le asked 

Ernie Roberts why he became 
an MP. (Member ofParlia- 
ment). 

He said."For ages,people have 
wanted to vote,and so they 
formedaa political party 

and called it the Labour 
PartysHe said that he 

Wanted to become a 

Labour M.P. in the interests 
of the working class. 


surgery.(A surgery is 
where people go to see 
their M.P. with problems) 
I get over 5,000 letters 
a year. 





SAVE OUR SCHOOL 


In Highbury Grove,Islington 
there stands a comprehensive 
School that has been active 
for 13 years.Opened in 1967 
Highbury Grove Secondary 
School has acquired for itself 
a reputation,through the exam 
results and sporting achiev- 
ements ,that it is outstanding 
compared with other seconda- 
ry schools in London.It even 
stands up we 1 against 
private and public schools. 
But now the extremely popu- 
lar school,which is heavily 
oversubscribed every year 
has been threatened with 
amalgamation with another 
school,Sir Philipttagnus. 
This merger would destroy 


Highbury Grove. 


yaa) 
+2 


a 


Reasons (?) 


ILEA's reason for the 
attack on such a highly suc- 
cesful school is that the 
pupils transferring from 
primary to secondary in the 
near future will drop sharply 
and there will be too few pu- 
pils for too many schools. 
Some schools must therefore 
merge to compensate for this 





Questéon 3) H ow did you 
feel after the last General 


Election when the aTories 
came to power ? 

"Well I was very dissappoin- 
ted .I was hoping that we 
wouldcome in and have the 
Labour majority which was 
socialist and which would 
tackle with energy a Isit 
of problems facing the 
ordinary people of Britain, 
particularly the soty 
people there are in Hackney. 
However this was not so,as 
you say the Tories came to 
powerand as a result they are 


-KIDS PAGE TALKS TO M 


attacking the health 
services,the educational 
services and the housing 
programme a1] the social 
services . 


The money which is being 
saved ,they're handing out 
to the rich in tax rebates 


Question 4) Is it as bad as 
you thought it would be when 
the Tories came in.? 

I expected the Tories to 
attack the living 
conditions and the working 
people,but they've been 
more drastic than expected, 


Newboys 

Firstly,I believe that ILEA 
should check their figures, 
which may only be concerned 
with the berth rate. They must 
also consider the pupils 
moving into the 
borough.Also presuring 
TLEA's 
then,rather than merge 


figures are correct 


Highbury Grove with Sir 
Philip Magnus wouldn't it be 
better to shut down a few 
rooms in the Highbury Grove 
building,and make fewer cla- 
sses with the pupils availab- 
le. This would leave 
Highbury Grove with its name 
and identity( Incidentally 
the name for the new school 
would be Newboys )Newboys!!" 

However ILEA would 
probably object to this e@ 
because of the Tory cuts, 
claiming that it is unecon- 
omical to keep open a school 
if it contains less pupils. 

To offset this closure 
threat,the parents of the 
pupils attending the school 
have Se Parent's 
action committee.Petition 
forms have been sent round 
all over the country,and I 
believe that at the last 
count the signatures collected 
amounted to 10,000 . 

The teachers are also 
opposed to the closures,Even So 
the pupils are doing 
something wiht the sixth form 
producing badges against the 
chosure,”Save Highburg School” 


As a pupil I hope they do. 
fae os ay 


like as you say they have 
be cloning down local 


hospitals which are badly 
needed in Hackney, They want 
to close local schools 

which are still needed in 
Hackney,and in housing, there 
are 12,000 people on’ the hou- 
sing list and the local aut- 
hority was refused the money 
to go ahead and build more 
houses and to spend the 
money needed to rehabilitate 
houses which need modernisigg 
and 

because there are many hous- 
es in Hackney which need mod 
ernising to be livable in. 


lon be Continued 
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 finfrormation 


f All listings on this page are inserted absolutely FREE. 


iF additions. 
r us by FRIDAY 23 NOVEMBER. 


The information on this page has been revised and up- 
dated, but we would welcome any furte corrections or 
For the December issue please send them to 
Our address is HPP, c/o 136 


Kingsland High Street, London £8. 


iF Community, Tenants 


é HACKNEY PENSIONERS ASSOCIATION 
34 Dalston Lane, EB 
‘Advice service on Tuesday and Thursdays trom 
100.30 to 4pm. Tea Bar Monday to Friday 

. 10.30 to 4pm. 





, EB. Tel. 254 1620 
Free advice for pensioners in Hackney, Odd jabs and 
Visits in N16 and N4 only, Pensioners’ activities ancl 
Heighhourhood care in NB, 


HACKNEY ASSOCIATION FOR WELFARE OF 
OLD PEOPLE 
22 Dalston Lane, EB Tol, 2540715 


HARAMBEE 2 PROJECT 
74 Downham Foad N1 
Social art advice contr 
black people. 

Tuesday }Oam- 10pm 
Thursday 10am~4.30pem 
Friday TOam- 10pm 


OFF CENTRE 
26 Hicknoy Grove, EB. Tel, 985 8566 
‘Ailvice tor youna people between 13 and 25 with any 








med particularly at 








protilams 
Mariday Friday 10am~6pm (open until 8.30pm on 
Thorsdays) 
BIENDS ANONYMOUS SERVICE 
inndyhip House, 27 Hackney Grove, EB, 
24 hour telephone service with paople alwoys willing 
to fster and act 
986 2293 (24 hours) 
1985 0973) 


Bae grag | fotticn hours) 


FEDERATION OF HACKNEY TENANTS 
ASSOCIATIONS 

Represents borough, GLC and private tenants 
throughout Hackney, Contact 


Steve Jecobs, c/o ALHE, 
17 Victoria Park Sauare, £2 (981 1221) 


HACKNEY GINGERBREAD 

Group tor ane parent families. Meets every Monday 
d, N16. Creche 

729 1647 for 





HOMERTON GINGERBREAD 
ou toy ere parent Helles. Media avery other 

Frilay atthe Wally Fostor Centr, Contact 985 3072 
fon era 








Ecology 


HACKNEY YRIENDS OF THE EARTH 
Active group, campaigning on 
: fe energy, bikes, wildlife, 
ss jeycling etc. Contact Jim 
Read, 67 Fairholt Road, N16. 
902 0122, 





HACKNEY ANTI-NUCLEAR GROUP 
Open to all those wishing 
to combat nuclear power. 
Moots every other Thursday 
4m Conterprine. Contact 


‘SUN POWER ECOLOGY CENTRE 
83, Blackstock Road, N.4. 
Bookshop specialises in the 
environment, cooking, health, 
education, childrens’ books; 
also crafts and some whole- 
foods. O1 226 1799 





226 1799 » 


HACKNEY SOCIETY 


‘An amenity group, affiliated 
to the Civic Trust, 
concerned with Hackney's 
environment and architecture. 
Meets on the third Monday of 
each month. 

Details from Chairman, David 
Batchelor, Tel. 985 7937 

or Secretary, Robert Hill, 

75 GlynRoad BS Tel. 986 8761. 


Women 


HACKNEY SOCIALIST FEMINIST GROUP 
Meet alternate Mondays at the Factory, Matthias 
Road, N 16, at 7.30pm. Contact Pat 254 5821 or 
Harriet 254 6208. 





RAPE CRISIS CENTRE 
Tel, 340 6145. 24 hour information and advice 


HACKNEY ABORTION CAMPAIGN 
Meetings fortnightly at 2®Parkholme Road, EB. 
Contact 249 3768 for details. 


HACKNEY COMMUNIST PARTY 
WOMEN'S GROUP 


Meets monthly - talks, films, 
activities. For information 
phone Nathalie 254 9508. 


Political 


k and Pensioners Groups Groups 


cy 'Y LABOUR PARTY 
HACKNEY NORTH AND STOKE 
NEWINGTON 

Constituents advice service at 7pm every 
Friday at 5 Stamford Hill, N16 when local 
councillors are present 


Ken Livingstone, GLC councillor, has 
adview service generally on 4th Thursday of 
each manth. 

Details ‘rom 5 Stemford Hill, N16. Tel. 

‘800 7430, 

HACKNEY NORTH LABOUR PARTY 
YOUNG SOCIALISTS: for details contact 
secretary, Mumtaz Khan, c/o 5 Stamford Hill, 
N16. 

HACKNEY SOUTH & SHOREDITCH 
Constituents advice service at 7.30pm. every Friday 
1 96 Dalston Lane, E8. Ron Brown, MP. available 
2nd and 4th Friday of each month. Margaret 
Morgan, GLC Councillor, available "st Friday of 
ach month. Local councillors every Friday. Advice 
Service alsa operates at Holy Trinity Church Hall, 
Bletchley Street, NJ, at Jom. on Ist and 3rd Fridays, 
Rion Brown is present on Ist and 3rd Fridays, 
Margaret Morgan on Qrd Fridays, and local 
councillors on Ist and 3rd Fridays 

HACKNEY SOUTH LABOUR PARTY YOUNG. 
SOCIALISTS. for details contact secretary 

eo 96 Dalston Lane, £8, 

HACKNEY CENTRAL 

Constituents advice servier at 7.30pm every Friday 
at 96 Dalston Lane, EB. Stanley Clinton Davis, MP, 
available every Friday. Ellis Hillman, GLC 
‘Couneilior. available every other Friday. Local 
councillors every Friday. 

WACKNEY CENTRAL LABOUR PARTY YOUNG 
SOCIALISTS. for deraile contact Mrs A Smith, 

294 Navarina Mansions, EB 

















HACKNEY YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE 
Monts weekly. All yaung people welcome. 
HACKNEY COMMUNIST PARTY 

Twelve branches hold meetings regularly throughout 
the haroug, All weleome, 

HACKNEY MORNING STAR GROUP 

Meets weekly. Organises political, xocial and fund 
raising events in support of Britain's socialist daity 
paper, the Morning Star. All Morning Star readers 














LONDON WORKERS GROUP 

For independent militants, working anarct 
and oll those who wish to Organise for direct 
workers control. Meats forinightly. Contact 
Box W, Rising Free, 182 Upper Street, NT, or 
ring Dave, 249 7042. 





ANARCHY COLLECTIVE @ 

Produces ANARCHY, a seasonal magazine on 
sale in Centerprise and Rising Free, 20p. Also 
involved in general anarchist activity. Ring 
359 4794 betore Bom, 





LIBERTARIAN COMMUNIST GROUP 
c/o 136 Kingsland High Street, £8. 


ANARCHIST COMMUNIST ASSOCIATION 
Box 11, Rising Frew, 182 Upper Street, NI 


HACKNEY COMMITTEE AGAINST RACIALISM 
All party anti-racialist campaign. Meets first 
Wedinesday of each month at the Family Centre. 
Rectory Road, NIE 





SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN 
HACKNEY GROUP 


Meets second Thursday of every month at 8pm 
‘at Centerprise, 136 Kingsland High Street EB. 


HACKNEY SOCIALIST CHALLENGE 
SUPPORTERS GROUP 

fortnightly on Thursdays at 
7.30pm in the Britannia, 

Mare St. 

Further details from Hackney 

SC, c/o PO Box SO, London N.1. 

or from Martin, 359 8180 (day). 
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
Hackney Group. 

Meets 2nd Tuesday of each 
month, 8,00 at: Friendship 
House, 27, Hackney Grove, 
(off Reading Lane) E.8. 


NORTH HACKNEY ANTI NAZI 
LEAGUE 

Meets fortnightly. Contact 
Box 9, c/o 136, Kingsland 
High Street, E.8. 


NEW COMMUNIST PARTY 

Hackney Branch meets on a 
Tuesday night at Centerprise, 
8pm. Information from NCP, 
395 Walworth Road, SE17 2AW. 


REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST 
‘TENDENCY, East London. 
Contact BM RCT, London 
WClV 6Xx (274 3951) for 
details. 


Community Centres 


ENTERPRISE 
{Se rangle High Set, EB. Tl, 254 9692 
Bookshop and office hours: 

Tuesjay—Saturday 10am-6.30pm. 

Coffee bar and meeting room hours: 
Tuesday-Friday 10am-9. 30pe, 

Saturday 10am-5. 30pm. 

FACILITIES: 

Coffee bar; bookshop: advice, information and 
contacts for individuals and groups. Typewriters 
can be used free, duplicating at cost price. Ask in 
General Office. 

ADVICE CENTRE 

Legal and welfare advice session on Thursctays 
6.30-7,30pm. 

READING CENTRE 

For adults who Find it hard to read! or write, Contact 
Sue Shrapnel or ring 254 9635. 

PUBLISHING PROJECT 

Publishing books by people who five in Hackney, 


WALLY FOSTER CENTRE 
Homerton Road, E9, Tel, 986 3972 
Community Centre with many activities 
SOCIAL SERVICES ADVICE CENTRE: every 
weekday Sem-5pm. 

ADULT LITERACY CLASSES: 

Every Monday at 7pm. 

Also playgroup, mothers and toddlers group, 
pensioners lunch club, 

club for 5-8 year olds, 
classes 

See also ADVICE a 
ENGLISH CLASSES 











THE FACTORY 
107 Matthias Road, N16 (next to Newington Gre 
School), Tel. 249 3066, 

Runs mothers and toddlers clubs, sewing classes, 
English classes, youth 

group (creche provided). af 
Crafts club, pensioners lunch club, food co-op and an 
Indian dance class 

Contact them far further det 


















THE FAMILY CENTRE 
50 Rectory Road, N16. Tel. 249 8334, 

Information and help for all community problems 
Cooking, washing, creche facilities 

Mothers and toddlers group on Thursdays, 
1,30-3.20pm (homeworkers especially welcome) 
‘Encourage your child to read” class on Mondays, 
5.30-7.30pm. Supplemer 100! now operating 
Classes on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Saturclays 
Contact them for further information. 

Also see ADVICE art Neighbourhood English 
Castes and Gingsrtsead under COMMUNITY 
GROUPS listings on this page 




















HOXTON HALL 
1283 Hoxton Street, N1.Tel. 739 $432. 
Runs playgroup, pensioners lunch club, legat 
‘advice centre, alter-schoo! junior club and 
writers’ workshop as well as evening classes in 
‘hoe repairing, dressmaking, pottery. crafts, 
old-time dancing and singing. Alzo Women’ 
Discussion Group and the Hoxton Drama 
Group. 

Many events take place in the theatre each 
month-see the EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
tection, Alto see ADVICE listing 





0 


Education 


ADULT LITERACY SCHEMES 

For details of adult 

Witeracy courses in your 

area contact 

Carol Morris, BETHNAL GREEN 

AEL, 229 Bethnal Green Road, 

2. 733 7790 

DonaldKenrick, CLAPTON AEI, 

Brooke House, Kenninghall 

Road, ES. 985 9646. 

Graham Morris, HACKNEY 

COLLEGE, 249 7221. 

June Hewes, HACKNEY LIBRARIES, 

Shoreditch Library, Pitfield 

Street, M1. 739 5153 

Sue Shrapnel, HACKNEY READING 

CENTRE, 136 Kingsland High 
£8. 254 9635 

herald, HIGHBURY MANOR 

ABI, Jack Ashley School, 

Blackstock Road, N4 226 9199 

John Rake, HOXTON HALL, 1288 

Hoxton Street, N1. 739 5431 











HACKNEY LANGUAGE SCHEME 
Teach the kind of 
needed in day-to- 
Classes operate throughout 
Hackney. For further info- 
rmation contact Annette 

Giles, 249 1496, or call 

at the Pamily Centre, Rectory 
Road, N.16 on Thursday mornings. 











Meditation 


TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION 
Partnership for Progress 
in Hackney: regular 
introductory talks. Ring 
254 6280 for details. 


ANANDA MARGA 
1 Cazenove Road, N.16. 


For spiritual progress and 
social change, 

Meditation classes for men 
Wednesday 8.00pm 
Meditation classes for 
women Tuesday 8.00pm 

and Wednesday 2.00pm. 


Sewing class Tuesday 7.00pm. 
——— ee 


OE CENTRE 


Drop-in centre for Young 
Unemployed. 


Free snacks, use of telephones 
and newspapers. A meeting 
Place for the’ young unemployed. 
Off Centre Basement. 

25 Hackney Grove, £8. 

986 4016. 
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Advice 


Free legal advice on housing, landiord and tenart 
employment, social security, welfare, matrimonial, 
immigration and discrimination problems can he 
obtained from the following centres: 


CENTERPRISE 
16 Kingsland High Street, E8. Trl, 254 9632, 
THURSDAYS 6.30- 7.30pm, 


HOXTON HALL 
128s Hoxton Street, N1. Tel. 739.5431 
WEDNESDAYS 78pm. 


KINGSMEAD 
Wally Foster Centre, Homerton High Street, 9, 
Tel, 985 3804. 

TUESDAYS 78pm. 

STOKE NEWINGTON ADVICE 
GROUP SERVICE. 

102 Manor Road, N16. Tel. 800 37/0, 
MONDAYS & WEDNESDAYS 7-8pm 


ALLEN ROAD 
12 Allen Road, N16 
THURSDAYS 7-Bom 


Advice can alto be obtained from 


HACKNEY ADVICE BUREAU & LAW CENTRE 
236.8 Mare Street. €8, Tel, 946 8446 

Open Monday-Friday 10am--Sprn (7.30.00 
Thursdays) 

Legal aid and advice on housing, rents, 
and employment problems. 








CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAUX 
1-11 Hoxton Street, N1, Tel. 739 4654, 

106 Old Street ECi. Tel. 253 2156, 
HACKNEY COUNCIL FOR RACIAL 
EQUALITY. 245 Mare St, E8 
TUESDAYS 78 30pm, 

Immigration, discrimination, housing law ane 


ther problems. 986 4121. 





THE FAMILY CENTRE 
v Road, N16, Te 








HOUSING ADVICE CENTRE 
202-4 Mare Street, EB. Tel, 986 8123 

Helps with all Rousing problems. Repairs, rebates, 
landlord/tenant, council/te 





HACKNEY CENTRAL INFORMATION BUREAU 
Town Hall, Mare Street, £8. Te!, 986 3123 


HACKNEY NORTH LABOUR PARTY ADVICE 
CENTRE 

5 Stamford Hill, NIG, 

Advice and information on tegol, financial, weltare 
housing, social security and personal problems 
FRIDAYS 7-Bpm. 








RECTORY HOUSING AND WELFARE ADVICE 
CENTRE 

Family Centre, 80 Rectory Road, N16. 

Help with housing, employment, health and 
social security and community and race relations 
problems. 

SUNDAYS 10.30 --12,00 noon. 


Advice can also be vubaaed frowy HARAMBEE 2 
PROJECT, OFF CENTRE ant FRIENDS 
ANONYMOUS. See Community Groups listing on 
this page 


For MPs and councillors Advien surgeries see 


LABOUR PARTY under POLITICAL GROUPS 
listing on this page 


Arrested? Helping enquirves’ tvicted 


EMERGENCY LEGAL SERVICE 
Ring 986 9891 


24 hour free legal 
service trom 6pm Friday over whole 
weekend 





Workshops 


THE WORKSHOP 
81 Lenthall Road, £8, Te! 254 3082 

Print your own posters and 
T-shirts. Cost of materials 


only. Open by arrangement. 


COMET WORKSHOP 
Halcomb Street, NY. Tei 7290936 

Learn sewing, macrame, tovmaking, woodwork 
Creche available, toy library, Tea ana cotter 
Oven every weekaay 


WORKSHOP 
77a, Lauriston Road, 
01 986 9585 Open 10.00 
6.00 Mon, - Sat. 
Pottery workshop and 
shop selling ceramics 
end pottery handmade in 

the workshop. Also Mac~ 

rame plant hangers, jewe}- 
lery, cards and other crafts. 








Gays 


GAY SWITCHBOARD 
Tel. 837 7324, 24 hour information and advice 


EAST LONDON CHE (Campaign for Homosexual 
Equality) 

East London CHE welcomes gay women and men 
For details phone John, S04°1110 or Kate, 
539 2331 


Gemew 
Genma Group for Disabled Lesbians, including 
‘older women. Contact 8M Box 5700, London 
WCIV 6x 


Transport 


HACKNEY PUBLIC TRANSPORT ACTION 
COMMITTEE 

Meets regularly 10 discuss how to improve public 
Wransport in Hackney. Contact Tony Jacobs, 

3 Hockley House, Morning Lane, 9. 

Tel, 986 2303. 


HACKNEY CYCLISTS ACTION GROUP 
Contact Tessa Bain, 10 





Kynaston Road, N.16. 254 4559 





Health 


CITY AND HACKNEY COMMUNITY HEALTH 
COUNCIL 

‘Shoreditch Health Centre, 210 Kingsland Road, £2 
Tel. 739 6308/6835) 

The public's voice in the NHS—provides advice 
takes up your complaints and criticisms. Open 
meeting on 3rd Tuesday of eacn month at 6.30pm. 
Publishes HEALTH IN HACKNEY. @ comprehensive 
FREE guide to health facilities and services in the 





HANDICAPPED CHILDREN IN HACKNEY 
Advice, ideas. information. Trying to contact a 
families sn dict with a handicapped chile 
Contact Ann Pardon, 48 Mount Pleasant Lane, ES 
Tel, 808 8438, 


Volunteers needed at: Huddle- 
ston Centre, St James the 
Great Church, Lower Clapton 
Rd. E.5. Ol 985 8869, 

‘THE BIRTH CENTRE 

188 Old Street, EC1. Tel. 251 4076 

Information, aavice, lectures ana seminars on birth at 


‘home and in hospital 
Open evening every Wednesday Bom. 250 





EAST LONDON WOMEN’S HEALTH GROUP 
¢/o 116 Albron Drive, EE 


STOKE NEWINGTON HEALTH GROUP 

Local people interested in ali matters 
concerned with health, Contact Alan Clarke, 
21 Kynaston Road, N.16, 256 3277 


COWMMUN TY. MEAL TH FOUNOAT LON 
188 Ole Street, ECL. 251 40/6. 


WOMEN'S NATIONAL CANCER 
CONTROL CAMPAIGN 


Hackney & District branch. 
Meets at John Scott Health 
Centre, Green Lanes, N4. 
Contact Rose McNulty 800 3108 
(evenings) or Hilda Burd 

800 2124 (anytime). 


Children 


HACKNEY UNDER FIVES 
136 Kingsland High Street, £8. 


Information and support for 
parents with children under 
school age. Stores open on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
Open monthly meetings on 3rd 
Tuesday of each month. 

Tel 254 9145. 


HACKNEY PLAY ASSOCIATION 





136 Kingsland High Street, £8 
Tol. 254 S146, 

Information, advier art help to people 
organising play toeilties for children, Contact 





Lilian McFetridge 


CHILD-CARE BULLETIN COLLECTIVE 
112b Forest Road €8, 


Publishes bulletins and pamphlets about chili 








care and related topics. Collective js open 
anyone interested. Contact 226.0817 or 264 
2227 tor detalls of next meeting With creche 
Food 


‘TOWARDS JUPITER 

191 Mare Street E8. 985 6394 

Wholefood shop also selling books and crafts 
FOOD FOR ALL 

3 Casenove Road, N16 Tel, 806 4138 

Wholefoot show, alse selling books anv crafts, 








SHANTI VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT 
1 Cazenove Road, N.16 


Vegetarian meals, 

Wed, Thurs and Fri 7.00-9. 00pm. 
Sat12.00-2.00pm. 

Full vegetarian meal 65p. 


Vegetarian cookery classes: 
Wed 5.30pm andSat 10. 30am. 


Music 

POETRY AND MUSIC CLUB 

The Chatterbox, la, Chat- 
terton Rd, (off Blackstock 
Rd.) Finsbury Park, N.4. 
Weds. 8.00 - 11.00 p.m. 
All welcome. 20p admission. 
Performers free. 


ISLINGTON & HACKNEY MUSIC WORKSHOP 
Sina-song third Thursday every movth, 8pm, Free 


Ring Dave 249 0025. 


HACKNEY CHESS CLUB 

Weds. 7.30pm - 10. 30pm 
Fri. 7.30pm - 10.00pm 
Centerprise Daily 

Tues. - Sat. 

For any information contact 
T.Wilson, 135, Manor Road, 
N.16 5PB. 











Nuke train next? 


This train was derailed between Canonbury and Dalston Junction 
stations on the North Londan Line on 22nd October, disrupting 


commuter services. It was carrying beer, so we were told. 
This is the same line where every week goods trains carry 
nuclear waste and fuel to and fram nuclear power stations in 
Essex, Hackney Anti-Nuclear Group campaigners have been warn- 
ing local people of the dangers of transporting nuclear 
substances through built-up areas like Hackney. How long will 
it be before a nuclear train is derailed? The China Sydrame 
cames to Dalstm...? 


What's left... 


The date for the next "What's 
Left for Hackney" conference 
has been moved back two 
weeks to Sunday 9 December, 
because a major demonstra- 
tion on immigration controls 
has been called for the 

day originally planned. 

The conference will still 
take place at the All 
Nations Club, in Martello 
Street, £8. 


Speakers at the main 
sessions will be Sheila 
Rowbotham, Stuart Weir, 

Ted Knight and David Green. 
Sessions will be chaired by 
Helen Rosenthal and Gerry 
McMorrow. 

There will also be workshops 
as indicated in the last 
issue of HPP. For full 
details and a booking for 
please contact HPP, c/o 136 
Kingsland High Street, E8. 
Refreshments and creche will 
be provided. 


ADVERTISEMENT 
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PRINTING: an 


(254 1306) 
57 BALLS POND ROAD, N.1. 





Co-Op (in process of registration). 


Workers * 


Congratulates 
H.PP on issue 50. 





LEAFLETS 
DUPLICATED 
100 SHEETS PRINTED 1 SIDE = 60p 
2 SIDES = 7p 
PHOTO/ELECTRIC STENCILS 75 COMMERCIAL 
50p COMMUNITY 
QFESET-LITHO (A SIZE ONLY) 


PHONE FOR QUOTE 
BADGES: 


HIRE OF MACHINE: 
£2 PER 24 HOURS & PARTS AT 10p EACH 


ORDERS: STANDING CHARGE 50p FOR ONE COLOUR 
£1.50 FOR 2 COLOURS 

12p EACH FOR FIRST 50 

1Op EACH FOR SECOND 50 

9p EACH THEREAFTER 


THEN 





1 = SHIRTS’ ¢}.50 EACH MINIMUM ORDER 20 
FOR TWO COLOUR DESIGN ADD 10p PER T-SHIRT 


POSTERS: DEPEND ON SIZE, QUALITY, COLOURS. 


E.G. 100 @ 20" BY 30" 1 COLOUR = £10 





We will be pleaséd to quote for other work we do 
such as SIGNWRITING PHOTOGRAPHIC DEVELOPING and 
MURAL PAINTING, 











Damp might spread 


The problems of damp and 
condensation that Hackney 
tenants have faced on the 
Smalley estate in Stoke 
Newington may exist on 
more than 30 other estates 
throughout the rest of the 
borough. This is not just 
speculation, since this 
number of estates have been 
built to the same "Co-ordin- 
ated housing" pattern, 
developed by the Council's 
architect, Terry Roberts. 

Similar problems were 
reported in the Cowper 
Road estate nearly two 
years ago, and have recently 
come to light also on the 
Holmleigh estate. 

With this in mind the 
last joint meeting of the 
two housing committees, 
held at the end of September, 
resolved to commission the 
independent experts, Bui ld- 
ing Systems Development, 
who produced the contro- 
versial report on Smalley, to 
conduct a survey of these 
other estates. 

However when the committees 
report was considered by the 
full Council, this recommend- 
ation was not on the report. 
Nor was another recommendation 
that Building Systems Develop- 
ment be appointed to oversee 
the Council's remedial work 
on Smalley. 

This prompted Anthony Ken- 
dal], who has been more 
involved with the Smalley 
problem than anyone else, to 





complain that the committee's 
decisions were not being foll- 
owed up. He was not at all 
satisfied that the council 
was going to do all the work 
they had committed themselves 
to. And, he added, if he 
was not satisfied that the 
recommendations were to be 
followed then he would speak 
out in public. "Whatever 
the consequences," he said, 
darkly. We wait now to 
see what happens next month: 
One decision was taken by 


the Council wich may, or may 
not, be a consequence of the 
Smalley fiasco. The position 
of Director of Planning 

and Development, which is a 
new appointment who will 
Oversee the Borough Architects 
Department, did not go to 
Terry Roberts, although he 
was shortlisted. As the 
internal candidate, he might 
have been expected to be 

the front-runner. Are there 
any changes going to be made, 
we wonder? 





We regret that transfer negotiations which were pending at 
the time of printing our last issue have not yet been com- 
pleted, and have yet to be ratified by the Alternative 


Newspapers (Ace Reporters) Association. 


Thus we are unable, 


as yet, to be bring you the first scribblings from the pen 
of our latest secret weapon, 6eraid-the-Mole (whoops!) 


INSIDE LEFT, 


He hopes to join us for our next issue, however, 


and has been polishing his green eye-shade for his first 


sortie Behind Closed Doors (the Hackney version.) 


Watch out! 


THIS MONTH IN HACKNEY 101: oer, cin 


GERTRUDE GRIMM's Drop-In 
Centre (otherwise known as 
Hackney Girls' Project) is 
every Wednesday from 7-9 pm, 
at Centerprise, Kingsland 
High Street, E8. 
Gertrude writes: "We play 
pool, listen to music, 
have workshops in woodwork, 
badgemaking, electrics. 
We're going to go camping, 
and out to see bands play, 
etc. All girls aged between 
13 and 19 are welcome." 
Come alang and meet Ger- 
trude and be one of the girls. 


Two films about Namibia and 
the struggle of the Namibian 
people to liberate themselves 
from South Africa rule and 
military occupation will be 
shown at Centerprise, Kings- 
land High St., E8 on Friday 
9 Novenber at 6.30 pm. They 
are: "Namibia - The Struggle 
For Freedom" and "Remember 
Kassinga". Admission is free. 


The film, “Juvenile Liais", 
a documentary conceming the 
Lancashire police scheme for 
dealing with juvenile offen- 
ders will be show to members 
of Hackney Legal Action 
Group in the Rio Cinema, 
Kingsland High Street, on 
Sunday 2 Decenber at 3 pm, 
admission £1. Membership is 
available at the door @m 

the day cn payment of 10p. 
Further details fram Joe 
Davis on 986 9321. 


Printed and published by Hackney People’s Press, c/o 136 Kingsland High Street, London E8. 


Telephone 01-249 0311 (evenings and weekends only.) 


Public meeting; TEN YEARS 
OF THE IRISH WAR, FIVE YEARS 
OF THE PTA. Wednesday 14 
Noverber, 7.30pm. Fairholt 
House, City of London Poly, 
Whitechapel High Street. 
Aldgate East tube. 


HACKNEY ASSOCIATION FOR 
MULTI-RACTAL EDUCATION 
Public Meeting. “Education 
in Hackney and the way forw 
forward for a milti-racial 


Roads) « 
“The Eye of the Storm". 


» Public Meeting 
Tuesday 19 Novenber, 8pm. 
Kings Hall, Hackney Baths, 
Lower Clapton Road. "The 
Fight against Racism." 
Speakers include Vishnu 
Sharma (IWA Southall) Maur 
ice Styles (assistant general 
secretary UPW) Bishop Colin 
Winter (Bishop of Damara- 
land in exile) Colin Byfield 
(Association of Jamaicans 
in Exile). 


NEW COMMUNIST PARTY. 
"Ireland". 


Lane, 7.45pm. 
John Chanberlain and Max 
Hirons. 


HACKNEY PEOPLES 


HACKNEY PEOPLE'S PRESS is an alternative 
non-profit making monthly newspaper 
Produced by an open group of people who 
live or work in Hackney. We publish the 
the paper because we believe that Hackney 
needs an alternative to the commercial 
press to serve the real interests of its 
People. We have no editor and no share- 
holders and no one is paid by the paper. 


HPP is your newspaper: anyone who lives 
or works in Hackney is welcome to come 
and help us. All decisions are made 
collectively. 


We hold meetings every Monday (except 
the last one in each month) at Spm in 
Centerprise, 136 Kingsland High Street, 
£8. You can come along to one of these 
meetings and volunteer to help us write, 
produce or sell the next issue - or 
simply tel] us what you think of the 
paper. 


If you can't come one Monday then write 
to us c/o Centerprise or ring 249 0311 
any evening or weekend. 


HPP is sold through various newsagents 
and shops throughout Hackney. If you 

think that your newsagent would Tike to 
sell it, on sale or return, then please 





contact us. And if you don't think that 
you can spare the time to become more 
fully involved, but you enjoy readin 
HP and think wore people should read 
it, then please get in touch if you are 
willing to sell a few copies to your 
friends or neighbours or at meetings. 


proton 


| Subscribe! 


! 
! 
{Take out a subscription to HPP I 
Jjand guarantee regular delivery! J 
Just send a cheque/PO for £2.20 § 
| ££ one year's subscription to 4 
Hackney People's Press, c/o 136 
fe dirseiand High Street, E8. ! 


Please make cheques payable to 
eo PEOPLE'S PRESS. 
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